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On behalf of the participants of the 4th BISE Forum representing municipalities from over 20 European 

states, the municipalities gathered in the Polish Network Energie-Cites appeal to all mayors and heads of 

municipalities in Poland that, with climate protection in mind, they intensify activities aimed at efficient energy 

consumption and use of renewable energy sources while constructing energy strategies and urban or rural 

development plans, so that they became models for the citizens they represent, and local stakeholders. 

European policy aiming at “20% by 2020”, as assumed at the EU summit in March 2007, pertains to the 

saving 20% energy, 20% reduction in the emission of greenhouse gases, and increasing the share of 

renewable energy to 20%. The national objective in energy efficiency to be achieved by 2020 is a reflection 

of European ones. 

Faced with increasing concern and anxiety caused by global climatic changes, governments all over the 

world undertake ever greater efforts aiming at the reduction of greenhouse gases. On 24th September 2007, 

the 62nd Session of the United Nations General Assembly – a meetings of tens of world leaders, including 

the President of the Republic of Poland – held in New York was in quite an unprecedented manner devoted 

to climate changes. 

Norwegian Nobel Committee considered climate changes “the main challenge of the 21st century” and 

awarded Nobel Peace Prize to former US Vice-President, Al Gore, and the Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change (IPCC) that "makes efforts to build up and disseminate greater knowledge about man-made 

climate change, and to lay the foundations for the measures that are needed to counteract such change". 

This proves how great is the general concern and anxiety caused by global warming, which brings initially 

political decisions at the highest levels, and later – economic decisions. 

Following the “Energy Law” Act, planning and management of local energy resources and consumption are 

among the duties of local authorities that have a key role to play in efficient energy use, promotion of 

renewable sources, and use of local energy resources. 
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Operating within European structures, the Association of Municipalities Polish Network Energie-Cites 

supports municipalities implementing educational, promotional, and implementation programmes and 

projects, in sustainable energy management and use of renewable energy resources.  

We would like to turn your attention to the fact that the CO2 emission limits to be introduced may result in a 

drastic increase of energy prices per unit, which may have major results in entire economy and standard of 

life.  

For this reason, already at this moment, that is before the institution of restrictive emission fees, the 

optimisation of energy consumption processes so as to ensure reduction of carbon dioxide emissions without 

decreasing the comfort of life is most important. 

The act on energy efficiency that is currently being prepared envisages the obligation to prepare and 

implement local energy efficiency action plans at municipal level. Public organisations, including local and 

central authorities are to become models in energy efficient management and inform the community about 

actions taken and results achieved.  

We are hereby appealing to the representatives of local authorities not to delay any actions aimed at 

preventing global warming, joining European and world climate change programmes and focusing 

especially on the good of their municipalities citizens. 

 

 


